
Kanata Men's Lobball League 

Annual General Meeting 

March 14, 2019 

 

Minutes 

 

 

Dennis Seebach, President of the league, called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM 

 

Retirement of Don Moore 

As the first order of business, Dennis indicated that after many years of service on the executive of the 
league, Don Moore has decided to step down and take a well deserved "retirement".  Dennis recalled 
Don's many contributions to the league over the years and thanked him for his long service.  He 
introduced Councillor Allen Hubley, who thanked Don on behalf of the City of Ottawa for his volunteer 
service and presented him with a volunteer appreciation certificate.  Dennis then presented Don with a 
plaque and gifts recognizing his contributions to the league. 

 

Budget 

Dennis presented the proposed league budget for the 2019 season.  He noted that primarily due to 
some rainouts, the year-end balance from last year was slightly higher than forecast, meaning that 
although the league will be operating with one less team this year there would be no need to adjust the 
league fees for the coming year, which would remain at $1,450 per team. There were no other 
questions raised  about the proposed budget, and it was seconded by Todd Armstrong.  The budget was 
unanimously approved as is. 

Captains were reminded that teams must pay their remaining league fee no later than May 31st, and 
teams that paid $100 at the AGM owe a balance of $1350 by the deadline.   

 

Realignment 

With the loss of two teams from last season, and the entry of a new team into the league, it was 
proposed that the league maintain the four division alignment, with six teams in each of the A, B1, B2, 
an C divisions.  Based on final standings from last year, it was proposed that Tradebank Titans move to 
B1 from B2, the Kanata Krushers move to B2 from the C division, the KSC Sportsmen move to the C 
division, and the new team will become part of the B2 division.  In response to a question from the floor, 



it was noted that the B1 division was intended to be a feeder division to the A division, with slightly 
stronger teams than the B2 division.  The proposal for realignment was approved. 

 

Schedule 

Ian spoke to the proposed schedule for the coming season.  Once again there will be 16 regular season 
games, with the season expected to begin the week of May 6th.  The playoffs will remain a double 
elimination format.  As July 1st is a Monday this year there will be no games that night, but we should 
expect games to take place on the Tuesday and Wednesday of that week.  Since there are only 24 teams 
in the league, we will have a few more open slots in order to deal with rainouts this year.  Teams should 
only expect to play one game a week unless a make-up game is required due to a rain-out.  If a team has 
a preference for a certain time or day please make that known to Ian and he will do his best to 
accommodate it. 

 

Rules 

Prior to discussing the proposals for rule changes, Ian wanted to review a few of the existing rules to 
ensure that they are well understood. 

• If a batted ball touches the plate during the course of play it is declared a foul ball. 
• The runner on third base is "in play" if they are off the base, including as the result of a pop up 

even if they cannot tag up and advance. 
• Players who are acting as umpires during the game should only call foul balls, and remain silent 

if the ball is fair. 
• It should be optional for a batter who has hit a home run to run the bases.  This should be 

agreed by the captains prior to the game. 

 

Dagenais Cartage proposed that a runner advancing from third could be tagged out in addition to being 
put out by the fielder stepping on the plate while in possession of the ball, as is currently the rule.  This 
would provide the defensive team with an opportunity to get the out should the throw to home base be 
off target or dropped by the fielder.  It was noted that this could result in injuries as there could be 
contact between the fielder and runner, which is the reason not touching the plate was put in place.  
This motion was defeated. 

It was propose that there be no limit to the number of players who could request the use of a courtesy 
runner, which is currently limited to two players per team.  It was also proposed that once a player 
requests the use of a courtesy runner, either at the beginning of the game or as the result of an injury 
during the game, that they must then use a courtesy runner for the duration of that game.  Passed by 
vote 9-7. 

It was proposed that for the sake of simplicity, the league should adopt the NSA rules with regards to 
the Infield Fly.  This motion was passed unanimously. 



It was proposed that the league should allow a runner to "tag up" at third base and advance on a fly ball.  
After a brief discussion this was put to a vote which resulted in a defeat with 8 teams in favour and 10 
against. 

Based on the league's experiences during the playoffs where NSA umpires manage the games, it was 
proposed that pitcher and fielders warm-ups be limited in order to ensure that the games might be able 
to have 8 completed innings.  Two variants were discussed; 5 pitches during the first inning with fielders 
being able to warm-up also and then no warm-ups after that, or 5 pitches in the first inning and three 
after that with no fielder throw-arounds after the first inning.  After some discussion, the second 
alternative was proposed for a vote and agreed by the league. 

 

Other Business 

On a hit ball, a courtesy runner must touch only the orange portion of the first base bag since they 
cannot advance past first base. 

If you need players to fill out your roster, please get in touch with Dennis to let him know. 

The lights should go out at 11:00 PM, and not earlier.  There were reports of the lights going out prior to 
11:00 PM last year.  Dennis will bring this up with the city and ensure that the timers are set properly. 

 

Dennis thanked the teams for their participation and the meeting was adjourned. 

 


